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Synopsis

What is musical meaning? Where does it reside and how can it be known? Does it make a
difference to its meaning if the music is composed with or without words, as a symphony or a song?
Why is it claimed that music can express human feelings with an immediacy not possible in other
languages or arts? What is contained in the claim that music is autonomous, or that it is prophetic
and can articulate a ’politics for the future’? Concentrating on the music, politics, and philosophy of
Richard Wagner, Lydia Goehr addresses these classic questions of German Romanticism. On the
way, she offers an account of the peculiar relation that was established between philosophy and
music in the nineteenth century; a philosophical and political reading of Wagner’s opera Die
Meistersinger; an account of the Wagner-Hanslick debate on musical formalism; an argument for
resituating musical autonomy in the spirit of Wagner's Gesamtkuntswerk; an account of the
competing performance ideals embodied in Wagner’s Bayreuth; and an interpretation of Wagner’s
legacy as experienced by composers exiled from Nazi Germany.Goehr’s historical and
musicological enquiries are unified by a philosophical study of the impact of a transcendental or
critical perspective on philosophical theory. She argues that philosophy needs to take its limits

seriously to accommodate the primacy of music’s practice.
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Customer Reviews

Wagner enthusiasts will certainly find much of interest in The Quest for Voice. * British Journal of



Aesthetics * --This text refers to the Paperback edition.

"This is the work of a distinguished philosopher and a well-trained musician with a sophisticated
sense of history. If the musical and the musicological world were inhabited by Goehrs, it would be a
far, far better place. The message of this book deserves the widest possible
dissemination."&#151;Richard Taruskin, author of Stravinsky and the Russian Traditions
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